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During the war and since the signing of the armistice, there has developed among the unions a demand for a shorter work week of eight-hours work for the first five days and a four-hour workday on Saturday, or a forty-four hour working week.
Such 44-hour week prevails in at least two important industries, viz.: the building and clothing industries. Agreements have also been entered into with national organizations of printing trades employers and international printing trades unions, providing for the universal observance of the forty-four work week throughout the printing industry March 1st, 1921, in all its various branches of commercial production.
It is estimated at the present time that over a million and a half organized wage earners are working on a forty-four hour work week schedule. There will be increasing pressure in almost every craft and occupation for the forty-four work week schedule.
From figures available, it is estimated that nineteen trades and occupations, which arc national in scope, are working on the forty-four hour weekly schedule, affecting directly over iV.j million journeymen work-men. Eighteen additional trades and occupations have established this sort of work week schedule for certain branches of their crafts or followings. The chart given below illustrates the trades and occupations where the forty-four hour work week is established and observed throughout the trades and occupations and the number of all organized workers affected:
While definite figures are not at hand of the total numbers of workers engaged in occupations whose members arc in part working under the forty-four hour working- week schedule, it is quite safe to say that all workers on building operations art' on this shorter work week schedule. Unquestionably other trades and occupations not enumerated in this chart and who arc directly employed on building operations are likewise working on a forty-four hour working week basis, thus augmenting' the number of workmen who are now employed on a forty four hour week arrangement.
In the printing trades the shorter work week is quite generally observed in all the mechanical departments of newspapers, especially amongst the workers employed at night, This includes compositors, pressmen, stereotypers, proto-engravers and mailers.
In the commercial branch of photo-engraving, most of the employees engaged at night are working on a forty to a forty-